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1 - Define "iaw" Teil some of its sources. Describe functions 
it serves. 

2. Discuss two of the foliowing: 

a. Justinian's Code, the Code of Hammurabi, anci the 
Magna Carta 

b. The development of the jury system 

c. Two famous trials in history 

3. Teil what clvii law is; teil what criminaI law is. Teil the 
main differences between them. Give examples of each. 

4. Ask live people (not more than one from your immedi-
ate famiiy) about the roie of iaw enforcemene officers in 
our society. Discuss their answers with them. Go to a law 
enforcement officer in your neighborhood and ask about 
his or her responsibihties and duties. Report your findings. 

5. Teil about several laws that were passed to protect the 
consumer and the seiler. Teil about severai organizations 
that provide heip to consumers and sehers. 

6. Do one of the foilowing: 

a. Attend a session of a civil or criminal court. Write 250 
words or more on what you saw. 

b. Plan and conduct a mock triai with your troop or schooi 
dass. After the triah is over, discuss lt with the group. 
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Arrange a visit vjth a iawver who works for a business, 
bank, title rompany, or governrnent agency. Find out 
bis er her duties and responsihilities. Report what vou 
have learned. 

Expialn the requirements for berommg a lawyer in vour 
seate. Desrribe how judges are seierted in your state. 

9. Make a list of 15 iobs ehat deal willi seine aspects of law 
er legal proresses. Teil which you prefer. Whv? 

10.Teil where people ran go to ohealn the heip of a Iawyer 
ii they are unahle es pas for one. Teil what von ran do 
if von ran afford a lawver hut do not know of any in 
vour area. 

Desruss wieh vour rounselor ehe importanre in our 
sorieev of TWO of ehe fobowrng areas sIehe law: 

a. Environmental law 

b. Computers and ehe internet 

r. Copyright and ehe internet 

d. Immigration 

e. Patents 

f. Bioterhnology 

g. Privary law 

h. International law 
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Camporees are great! There's a lot to do: swimming, good 
fishing, adventure trails, and hiking expeditions. There's the 
skill-o-rama, where you can see how troops do things like 
specialty cooking and arts and crafts. AncI huge arena shows 
draw audiences in the tens of thousands. 

This is the story of some Scouts who met at a camporee 
and how a bull session there got them interested in law. One of 
them. named Jeff, a First Class Scout, went on to earn his Law 
merit badge. How did he do it? Read on to find out. 

Jeff is a lot like you. He likes sports. He's got a good 
record in Scouting. He's pretty good in school—not great 
maybe, but not bad. He likes to hike and go camping. 

One afternoon at the camporee, Jeff was walking around 
with Raul, an Eagle Scout from another troop. They found a 
newspaper on a bench, so they sat down to check the sports 
page. Jeff finished first and glanced at the front page. 

"Hey, Raul," Jeff said, "there's a sports story 00 the front 
page, too. This headline says, 'Stephens Wins Court Battle.' lt 
must be a story about a tennis match!" He iaughed, enjoying 
bis joke. 

Raul said, "Ha, ha," and continued reading the sports page. 
Jeff read the front-page story, which was about a long 

trial in a Texas court. "This is a real interesting case. This guy 
Stephens sued the city for polluting a river with sewage—and 
won! lt's hard to belie'e one guy could beat city hall." 

Raul looked up from the sports pages. "Weil," he said, 
1 guess there are lots of laws that we don't know anything 
about. And 1 guess you can get justice," he said uncertainly. 

Just then Marcus, a Scout whom Jeff and Raul had met 
earlier, walked up. "Hey, what are you guys doing?" 

Jeff laughed. "We siarted out reading the sports page. But 
all of a sudden we are wondering about the law and courts 
and stuff like that." 

mm 



"Yeah?" Marcus said. "My Scoutmaster, Ms. Roth, is a 
Iawyer. !f you guys aren't doing anything, let's go down to the 
waterfront ancl taik to her. She's fishing down there, 1 think." 

The three Scouts found Ms. Roth on the dock with her 
line in the water and three beautiful trout on a string. "Hi, 
guys," Ms. Roth said. "Want to try your luck?" 

Marcus said: "Not right now, Ms. Roth. This is Jeff and 
Rau!. We wanted to taik 10 you about law. Jeff and Raul were 
reading an article in the paper about a tria! in Texas. One thing 
led to another . . . and here we are with some c!uestions." 

"Sure. Sit down, guys," Ms. Roth said. She ree!ed in her 
!ine as they plopped down next to her. Jeff began explaining 
that the story about the Texas trial had raised questions in his 
mind. "Where does law come from? What is it really?" Jeff 
asked. Marcus wanted to know what's specia! about !awyers 
and how a young person becomes one. Raul wanted to know 

Law is a System how law affects his own life. 

of ideas and 
Law Is DifferentThings to Different Peope actions, a way 

to help societ "Whoa, guys!" said Ms. Roth. "One question at a time. Let's 
starr with the first one: What is !aw? That may sound !ike 

keep order and an easy question, hut there are many ways to define law. 

stay together. Every judge, every lawyer, every police officer—maybe every 
American—has different ideas of what lt is. Law serves many 
purposes and means different things 10 different people." 

0 
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WHNT IS LAIV?  

Marcus broke in. "To me, laws are rules. They say what 
you can do and what you can't do, like going through a red 
light or stealing...." 

"Or hurting someone on purpose," Rau! added. 
"Bot laws often help people, too," Ms. Roth said. "Law is 

much more than just a Set of rules." 
Some years ago, Ms. Roth recalled, President 

Lyndon B. Johnson spoke to Scouts at a national 	-. . 

Scout jamboree. Re told them that the American 
idea of freedom aliows all citizens to speak their 
view, worship as they warn to, and be safe from 
actions the government has no right to take. 
"President Johnson also said that the equality of 	' 
the poorest people and the richest, the rights 10 	. 

enioy hberty and go as far as your abihties will 
tZ take you, are all upheld and backed by the U.S. 	 ‚ 

legal system." 
Rau! said: 1 guess that's the way lt's supposed 	 . 	Y 

to be. Bot does it always work that way? Sometimes u 
people's legal rights are denied, aren't they?" 

"Im sorry to say the answer is yes," Ms. Roth 
said. "Bot good lawyers, concerned judges, and 
responsible citizens are always trying to improve 
the system and make justice equal for everybody." 

Jeff remembered reading the Boys' Life reprint 
on "Law and Justice." "Even the Greeks and 
Romans had systems of law," he said. "They took 
some of their ideas from the ancient Egyptians and 
Babylonians from thousands of years ago. Who 
knows, maybe even cavemen hacl some sort of 
System of laws." 

"Cavemen! Aw, come on!" Marcus scoffed. 
"Sure," replied Jeff. "When cavemen formed groups to help 

er protect each other, they made mIes for behavior. The rules 
workecl so everyone was satisfied. They kept the rules, and as 
time passed it was sort of a custom or tradition to obey the 
rules. So those could have been the first laws." 

"As societies changed, as ways of living changed, laws also 
changed to meet new needs," said Ms. Roth. "Even today, new 
laws are needed and being niade. That is one of the 
most important things to remember about law—it changes to 
develop effective solutions 10 new problems and new solutions 
to old problems." 

At the 1964 National Scout 
Jamboree, President Johnson 
told Scouts that the equality 
of all people—poor and rich-
gives us all the right to 
enjoy liberty. 



"That must mean lawyers have to keep a sharp lookout 
for new laws that they didnt learn when they were in school," 
said Marcus. 

"That's absolutely right," Ms. Roth said. "There are 
a number of ways that new laws are made. Do any of 
you think you can name some?" 

"In Washington, D,C., Congress passes bills that 
become law when the president signs them, Thats called 
legislation," Marcus answered. 

Ms. Roth said that was correct, "States also make 
lo s. They have legislatures that make laws concerning 
the state and its citizens. Anyone can find these laws, 

called statutes, in large statute books. The statutes 
of the federal governrnent are found in a set of 

large books called the Uriited States Code," 
\ 	 "What gives state legislatures 

or the U.S. Congress the right 
to make laws?" asked one 

of the Scouts. 

I.1JIt(*I')I rt 
"Our Constitution is the supreme law of the United States. 
In that amazing document, the powers of Congress to make 
laws are set forth, lt also gives states the power to legislate," 
Ms. Roth said. 

Dig a little further to find the sources of law. Ask lawyers, 
judges, and your teachers. You will find many sources, such as 
tribal, customs, statutui (by legisidtion), constitutional, case, 
and common law. 

During dinner, one of the Scouts hrought up another 
source of law. This Scout recalled learning about the Ten 
Commandments and the various rotes of behavior that 
developed from what is called divine laut er law issued 
directly from God. 

"That's right," said Ms. Roth. "Every religion has some set 
of rules that are supposed to guide the way people live." 

Marcus spoke up: 'Miere are laws that punish a person who 
kills another person without justification. 1 guess you could trace 
the beginning of those laws all the way back to Moses and the 
Ten Commandments—maybe even further back." 
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Ms. Roth agreed: "Laws that are said 10 come Irom God 
were made a part of the beuel's and practices of various reli 
gions. \Vhen people started to write down laws 10 keep track 
of them, manv rehgious laws were inciuded.' 

'AS time wem 00, societies developed laws based on social 
customs and rehgious and trihal laws,' Ms. Roth said. "The U.S. 
legal system is a good example of a system that drew upon other 
systems to hecome what Lt is today. American law has its origins 
in English Iaw, vhich in tuni developed from certain concepts of 
Roman, Norman, arid Germanic laws." 

"Ever society added sornething of im own 10 make the 
Z.  "ciaInee R"* 

-y 

- 	

‚ 
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The Patterns of Law 
"Right," Ms. Roth said. "All the changes, additions, and vears of 
deveiopment maLe the law work in a certain kind of \vav, Law 
alwavs follows a pauern in its vorkings.' 

"l'm not sure 1 foliow vou, Ms. Roth," saki Marcus with a 
puzzled look. 

"Lot mc put lt this wav," Ms. Roth said. Lav 15 a way that 
helps people solve problems and disputes. Laws areri't ruade or 
decided just because somebodv wants tu du lt his or her war. 
Judgos, lavvers, and lawmakers foliow guidehnes—sort of a 
legal path or trail—to reach their decisions. This established 
procedure is one hig reason vhv law heips keep order in society, 
Also, the decisions of a indge and the way a egislaturevorks 
are usuailv open tu public view, \bu can watch a courtroum 
trial and vou can go tu your state capitol. Washington. D,C,, 
or even vour local city or town cuuncil tu observe how laws 
are fullowed ur made." 

'Tm still not sure what law mearis tu mc ur mv famiiv," 
said Raul. "Yuu've described what iaw is, hut what does lt du 
tor mc?" 

Ms. Roth laughed. "Law affects all sorts of things 
Ing von and vour family. For instance, a Law in vour sta:c- 
that you mmi go tu school when von reach a certain a 
stav in school tor a certain number of vears. At the Same inne, 
law requires that vour parents provide vou with adequate food, 
clothing, and shelter up tu a certain age." 

Raul then asked. "Dues the law control ui'orvrhing?" 
"Thats a good question," said ‚\ls. Roth. " Some 

people think law shouid control more activities, and 

\1s Roth tod th ‚uung men Theie is an eid 
other people think law should control fewer." 

ing that tlk Ta\\ 7 favors honor md order 
hie md hhertx 	and imtice Fmding out more 

iut the 1 m 	ho ii v orks and v hit u does, i 
adventure. You should taL tu vour Scoutniaster 

sarn the Law merk hadge." 
"1 knov a lot more now than 1 did this mumning," 

Jeff said. "'thu've gouen mc interested in tinding uni 
Eammg ehe 	hadge as much as 1 can. When 1 et home, 111 taL tu mv 
will give yot 	d sense 	.- 

of how the iawja'otects ehe Scoutmaster and he ii help mc find a mcm badge 
rights of all citizens. 	 cuunselor. Mavbe somedav 111 be im iawyer, too!' 

12 	LAW 



LAW 	13 

TT[U1HjjY t 

1 IJW 



L 



Great BegiImin83: 
Where Law Comes From 
Badz hme. one 	r;z  	wa 	: 	 bis 
Z,ua.ster 	bt he Law merii badge. Hs 	ser ________________ 

:he Law mer: badge couaseicr. 	L Flerna ndez 
Thev :iked 	Üne reuIremenzs and Mir. Hernandez fle Drob8bility 

take 'eif ro the courthouse 	see the iaw 
acton Thei he su aested. hat Jeff stari fidng 	;vhere iaw thatwe mayfad 

: frerrL 	;ant o kc 	where 1,12U are. yO in the struggle 
krew ho';e 	r. 	I. Herradez said. 

his reseach at :he eughtnotto 
er his scheel 	brar 	hnd 	abeir rhe Cede oi deter is from 

Ha.mniurabi, Je lnias Cede_ and rhe 	hwna Cara. Then, 
Mr Hernandez sa± Jeff sh 	ki come back and dll hirn hcnv nie SuppOrtOf 8 

p3r;S cd thernaee: 	..elav and shc;v :har he u 	e:siood their causewe be!leve 
main ircims. 

- 	 . - tobeust nner:fla 	lisreaiv 
ainazg hat 	-. 	cars age 	:ran neele 

—Aura harn 
hu 	rri 13W 	't.ft. 	.V. 	t" :.. 	 CcI 	e 	aa 	fl 
OrheT 	ed.. ler for e 	ries before tha«' peete Lincohi. 16th 

c'e-d rhai he read wha he'd wriuen - rescentorthe _V a 
...........1 -.: 	..ld :a. 	. 	 :::h Mc Hernandec. UnftedStates. 

1'1-1865 
Eary Codes and the Magna Carta 

.•::: 	 ::.c•e•'- 	:-:....: 	arat: 	mc 
.:.:::::.::-  

reior 	..................... ;::-. 	-............. 

LAW 15 



Lel tro&' ehe 

Mra Cara 

e$e utee 

:e rghts for 

imber 

vho 

were ors, 

barcrs. 	grts. 

cwers. marke 

e 

ca 	T)t 

pe: 

ne rost 

eeo 	ereSt 

16 LAW 



"At the start," Jeff said, "not eveiyone was included in the 
rights given by the U.S. Constitution. As time passed, more and 
more people were included." 

"What do you mean by that?" asked Mr. Hernandez when 
Jeff visited hirn. 

"When the United States was founded, only free white 
males who were property owners and at least 21 years old 
could vote. Later, the property requirement was dropped and 
all white adult males had the right to vote. In 1870, after the 
Civil War, former siaves were given the right to vote by the 1 Sth 
Amendment to the Constitution," Jeff said. 

"What about women during all that time?" Mr. 
Hernandez asked. 

"Women finaily could vote in 1920 when the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution was adopted. American 
Indians were declared full citizens by law in 1924 and 
granted the right to vote. When the 
26th Amendment passed in 1971, 
the vote was extended to anyone 
age 18 and older. These rights for every- 
one were a long time corning 
hut they gradually becarne part of 
our law," Jeff told his counselor. 

"The Magna Carta also gave rights 
only to free rnen at first, bot when the 
feudal system ended and the present 
English System started to grow, more 
and more people were included." 

Abolitionist F(cderick Douyiass was a man 
ahead of histime. In addition to fighting 
for •'v rights of blacks, i' also fought Fo: 
the rights of 
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The Jury System 
"You'll wallt to find out about the jury system next. A jury's 
role in trial has its origins in older systems, ton," said Mr. 
Hernandez. "Find out how the jury becarne what it is today 
and explain what it does." 

Jeff discovered two kinds of juries: petit or petty Jury, 
which means srnall; and grand jury, which means large. A petit 

"Justice deiayed jury deliberates, or decides, the rnajority of criminal and civil 

is justice deaied." cases. In most cases, 12 people are chosen to be members of a 
jury. These 12 jurors sit together to decide on the facts in a case 

—Wihiam and return a verdict—a decision about whether the person on 
trial is innocent or guilty of the charges against hirn or her. 

Gladstone A grand jury usually has more people than a petit jury. 

(1809-1898), lt also has a very different task. A grand jury meets privately to 
decide whether the government's lawyers can take an accused 

faur-time prime person to trial. The grand jury must consider evidence the gov- 
minister of ernment has gathered and then decide whether to indict, which 

GreatBritain 
means to accuse, a person. The government rnust offer proof to 
the grand jurors that a person suspected of a crirne ought to go 
to trial. 
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Jeff found out that the jury has been a part of English 
and American Iaw for hundreds of years. The jury System was 
brought to England around 1066. The idea was to get ordinary 
citizens who were not lawyers or judges involved in the legal 
System. The English jury System grew from other Jury systems 
and took hundreds of years to evolve. There was a time, though, 
when there were no juries. 

kUTIT1''Iii 
The first rather primitive jury System began in ancient Greece. 
Before a trial, a large number of citizens was chosen; then, 
just before a trial began, a smaller number was taken from the 
larger group. This was done so that no one could know ahead 
of time who would be a juror and try to influence the decision. 
Very often, hundreds of citizens would be on the jury. The very 
size of it made attempts to corrupt, bribe, or scare individual 
jurors difficult. 

lmagine the confusion and noise of hundreds of people 
trying to decide important matters of property and even life 
and death! There were definitely faults in that system—but 
it was the first try. 

The Romans gave the jury system a new shape. A judge 
defined the issues of a dispute, and a group of private persons 
called a judice made the decision on how to handle the prob-
lern. The judices (jurors) worked without a judge present. Their 
decisions were final and ofteri harsh. 

"Poor people who couldn't pay their debts were put in jail 
or even killed," Jeff told Mr. Hernandez. 

The Romans decided that juries were too powerful and 
developed a trial system somewhat like ours—a hearing before 
a judge and a jury. 

In early Germany, the head of the court would gather a 
small group of landowners to help decide cases. There were 
usually seven such helpers and sometimes 12. They could talk 
about the case away from the judge—much like the closed-
door, secret discussions of American juries. 

As people traveled across Europe, the idea of a jury spread. 
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark adopted juries. The jury system 
started in France when the invading Norsernen brought it with 
them. William the Conqueror brought the system to England in 
1066 when he invaded the British lsles. 

"lfwe do not 

maintan justice, 

justice will not 

maintain us." 

—Sir Francis 

Bacon (1561-1626), 

Eng!ish philosopher 
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After many years, the jury became a group that decided 
whether the facts of a case warranted an innocent or guilty 
verdict. Life was sometimes rough on those jurors. They were 
often locked in small rooms without food or drink until they 
reached a decision. 

Jeff also learned that when English colonists came to 
America thev brought the English system of law. The jury was 
an important part of that system and remained important in 
the colonies. lt was seen as a way to keep the administration of 
justice in the hands of ordina)7 citizens and 10 prevent powerful 
or rich citizens from influencing the court. 

IpTpI,1i1hDtII'rt' 
Among the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, known 
collectively as the Bill of Rights, are several that guarantee the 
right to a jury trial in federal criminal cases and certain civil 
cases. The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Amendments are 
a package of rights that include a fair and speedy trial, the 
right to confront witnesses, the right to counsel (to have a 
lawyer), and the right to trial hy jury in specified cases. The 
Fifth Amendment says that accused persons in criminal trials 
do not have to testify. These aniendments, combined with 
statutes and case law—laws established by court decisions- 
make up the rights and procedures guaranteed to all Americans 
in court. 
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The Bull of Rights 

Rules tor j y triAs are often different frorn state to state. 
Some states require unanimous verdicts or decisions. In other 
states, in trials for certain types of crimes, a verdict can corne 
with 2/3 ,  3/4, or /e of the jurors agreeing. Most states have juries 
of 12 people; others allow juries of fewer than 12. 

Minor crimes such as traffic violations often do not have 
jury trials. "Just imagine the time lt would take, the huge 
workload upon the justice system, if every person accused of 
speeding could have a jury trial," said Mi. Hernandez. "Still, 
any defendant going to trial may choose a jury triaL" 

LAW 	21 



Jeff wondered how juries were chosen. Mr. Hernandez 
explained that Jury selection is usually accomplished by choos-
ing names at random from voting lists. This method tends 
tu ensure a mixture of jurors-men and women, poor and 
wealthy, people with different jobs and hackgrounds. A Juror 
should live in the area in which the crime allegedly took place 
and should have no crirninal record. Lawyers tor both sides 
may question possible jurors about their background and atti-
tudes to see whether they should serve. Some possible jurors 
may be excused before the trial by the judge, and the lawyers 
can ask that certain jurors be excused lt they display attitudes 
that might be harmful to their side of the case. 

"Lawyers like tu choose a Jury that will be sympathetic tu 
their side," Mr. Hernandez told Jeff. He went on tu say that a 
possible juror must not know the people involved in the trial 
er have special feelings about them er the issues in the case. 

Some critics question the effectiveness of juries. They 
say that Jurors will not always follow a law they don't like 
or understand. 

But those who favor the Jury system praise its flexibility. 
They say that the Jury realizes the spirit of the law and can 
shape true Justice tu a particular case. In reaching their dcci-
sion, Jurors try tu apply a sense of fairness tu the strict letter 
of the law. 

Location, Location, Location 
If a defendant's Iawyer feels a dient might not 
receive a fair trial — because of pretrial publicity, for 
instance—the lawyer may request a change ofvenue. 
After reviewing the circumstances of the case, the 
appointed judge may or may not grant the motion 
to request a change of venue. 
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Mi. Hernandez gave Jeff the names of books that describe 
famous trials, (See the book list at the back of this pamphlet.) 

"When you discover two trials that you wouid like to 
cliscuss with mc, research the facts and issues and then pre 
pare to teil mc what was iearned from each trial. Teil mc what 
effect each trial had on life, Iiberty, and Iaw," Mr. Hernandez 
instructed Jeff. 

On the following pages are the two trials Jeff studied-
the Trial of Socrates and the Nuremburg War Crimes Trials, 

Other famous trials that you might want to look up 
include: Gideon n Wainuiright, decided in 1963 by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which guaranteed a criminai defendant the 
assistance of an attorney if he or she cannot afford one; and 
Sheppard n Manuell, decided by ehe Supreme Court in 1966, 
which involved a confhct between twa of our most important 
rights—freedom of the press and the right Co a fair triai. 

Prosecutor Ralph Albrecht addresses the Nuremberg court in 1945. 
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The Trial of Socrates: 
The right to be different, to think freely, and 
to speak your opinions. 
Socrates was a philosopher—a thinker and teacher—who lived in 

Athens in ancient Greece. His ideas were unpopular with the rulers 

of Athens 

Socrates believed that goodness is based on knowledge, and 

wickedness on ignorance. He tried to teach people the meaning of 

his motto KnowThyself and to open their minds to new thoughts. 

He always searched for truth and never hesitated to criticize the 

governrnent and its leaders. Because they feared and hated hirn, 

the govern t leaders arrested Socrates and put hirn on trial for 

neglect of the gods whorn the 

City worships" 

Most of the jury of 500 men 

disagreed with Socrates and his I 
"corruption of the young" and 

defense of freedorn of speech 

and thought. He had no lawyer 

to assist hirn. 

Because the truth often hurts 

when it uncovers dishonesty, evil 

"''le sornetirnes want to stamp 

ie free exchange of ideas. 

Socrates did not convince the jury 

of his innocence and was con-

- ernned to death by swallowing 

r oison. He spent his last hours 

of life talking over his ideas with 

fT friends. He took the poison and 

Greek phosopher Socrtes otice 	died peacefully, with the knowl- 
said, "Nothing is to be preferred 	edge that the truth will never die. 
before justice." 

24 	LAW 



The Nurernberg War Crimes Trials: 
Conscience, morality, and the stata 
During World War II the Nazi government of Germany Set out to 

conquer Europe. In the process, millions of people were thrown into 

the horrors of war. Huge numbers of soldiers on all sides died in the 

long, bloody com bat. 

Millions of innocent civilians—men, women, and children—were 

deliberately put to death by the Nazis. These deaths were not unavoid-

able, accidental, or battle-connected:They were planned mass murders 

carried out as part of the Nazis' insane quest to produce a 'master 

race' The main group of civilian victims were 6 million European Jews, 

who were starved, shot, or fed into gas chambers and fiery furnaces. 

This number included more than 1 million children. Soldiers who 

were prisoners of the Nazis also were executed. Millions of innocent 

people died. 

When the war ended in 1945, the victorious Allies—United States, 

Britain, and Russia—were shocked at the Nazi crimes. Many nations 

had long agreed to obey certain laws—rules of war—that would keep 

civilians out of violence and danger as much as possible, and would 

treat prisoners of war humanely. 

The Nazis violated all such rules of war. Worse, they violated rules 

of humanity, decency, and morality.The Allies put Nazi officials, gener-

als, admirals, and private citizens on trial in Nuremberg, Germany, for 

their crimes against humanity. 

A panel of judges from many nations decided that people could 

not abandon their basic humanity even if the government says they 

must.The court also ruled that a government that orders the killing and 

torture of innocent people is acting outside the law and thereby loses 

its right to govern. 

The principles of decency and human rights for all were affirmec 

by the Nuremberg War CrimesTrials. Many Nazi war criminals were 

executed or imprisoned. Other Nazis killed themselves when thev 

realized their positions were indefensible in law or morality. 
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rnJIpjsr.ts1umsuU,w 
Jeff learned that there are two separate systems of solving legal 
disputes—civil law and criminal law. Disagreements between 
two parties about their rights and responsibilities are handled 
in civil actions. They involve the private and civil rights of 
individuals, corporations, government bodies, and others. 

Criminal law is concerned with harmful acts called crirnes. 
Crimes are forbidden by statute law, and if the person who 
commits a crime is discovered, the state will take that person 
to court and seek punishment in the name of the people. 

To keep the basic concepts of civil and criminal law clear 
in his mmd, Jeff made the following chart: 

WHO is NVOLVEO 	Tue statr erosacutse: tt 	1isL!V 	rOÖTl 

:ocu. 	•:g1.nnot 	ccrperat.oM ooc. tC 

‚arsen. 	 couri; nnat usa:... 

person 

THE "URDEN 	 The stal  

OF PROOE" 	 ehe accusecl person iE 	 c te 

guItybeyoncl a reasc 

ahle clouht." 	 tsie eviclence 

PENALTIES 	 mprisonment and/or 	No imprisonment. An 

a fi ne. 	 award of money (caUe 

"mages") oran orerto 

perform or refrain -frorri 

performing an act 

is issued. 
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What does Jeff's chart teil us? You probahly can tiiink 
of quite a few crimes. Bot did you know that clvii law is the 
"bigger" of the two Rinds? More people are involved with 
clvii law than with criminal law, and more clvii law cases are 
decided in courts. But von probably have heard more about 
criminal cases than you have heard about the thousands of 
clvii cases that wind their way through the courts each day. 

t91 iF 
Today's civil law developed from Roman civil iaw. lt is the 
branch of the law that affects all citizens and a wide range 
of rights and legal questions. Whiie criminal law deals with 
wrongs committed against the public, civil law deals with 
wrongs committed against individuals. 

A civil action may seek to recover money or property 
that rightfully belongs to someone, or to correct a situation 
a person thinks is wrang, unfair, or unjust. 

Civil law remedies arguments over private rights. The peo-
ple seeking a remedy are aduersaiy parties. That simply means 
that one person is on one side of an argument and someone 
else is on the other side. The one bringing the suit is called 
the plairztiff. The one charged with doing something wrong 
is the defendant. 

Jeff made a hst of things that clvii law includes. 

Civil Iaw incIude: 

• 	Contracts Copyrights 

• 	Corporation iaw Trademarks 

• 	Marriage • 	Taxes 

• 	Divorce F'roperty (land, build- 

Trusts inge, nioney,jewelry, 

arid so forth) 
Wills 

• 	Torts 
• 	Estat.es 

• 	Patente 
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Criminii Law 
Look at Jeff's chart again as you make comparisons between 
civil and criminal iaw. You will see that criminal iaw leaves 
the responsihility of enforcing and prosecuting Iargely 10 
the government. The government will act as plaintiff and 
prosecute the accused, asking for punishment in the name 
of the people. The accused in this criminal action becomes 
the defendant. Thus, whiie clvii Iaw protects private rights, 
criminai iaw involves the protection of us all. 

Peopie who are accused of breaking criminal iaws are pro-
tected by law, too. The U.S. Constitution and state constitutions 
assure persons of many rights and safeguards in the criminal 
iaw process. The right to a iawyer, even if the defendant cannot 
pay tor one, and the right to a fair and speedy trial (by jury lt 
the defendant wishes) are basic rights of accused persons. 

Some crimes, of course, are far more serious than others. 
Crimes are divided into two categories: felonies and misdemean-
ors. A misderneanor is a crlme that usuaily results in a fine or a 
penalty of no more than one year's imprisonment. Felonies carr 
greater punishments, usualiy imprisonrnent in a state penitentiary. 
A forcible felony, such as murder, rape, robbery, burgiary, arson, 
kidnapping, or any other felony that invoives the use or threat of 
physical vioience, carries iong jail terms. 



Types of Crimes 

Offenses Against a Person 

1. Homicide (murder, manslaughter, and reckless homicide) 

2. Assault and battery; aggravated assault (placing a person in 

fear of bodily harm and causing bodily harrn) 

3. Kidnapping (confinement of another person against his or 

her will) 

4. Robbery (theft from a person by force or threat of force) 

Offenses Against Property 

1. Burglary (breaking and entering with intent to commit a felony 

or theft) 

2. Arson (damdge (ione deliberately by fire or explosives) 

3. Larceny (taking away property without the oweer s consent and 

with the intent to permanenty deprive the owner) 

4. Embezzement (frauduent use and appropriation of property or 

money entrusted to a person by others) 

5. Theft (obtaining controi of property by deception or threat) 

6. Fraud (taking property by false pretenses) 

7. Receiving, concealing, er selling stolen property 

8. Forgery (making or altering any document or using such 

documentto knowingly defraud) 

9. Counterfeiting (copying rnoney or documents to deceive 

or defraud) 

10. Extortion (obtaining money or valuable property by threat 

or force) 

Other Crimes 

1. Hijacking of boats, airpanes, trains, automobiles, and buses 

2. Unlawful use of a weapon 

3. Illegal eavesdropping 
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Within these two categories, cJrninal la% has natural 
divisions. Crimes can be committed against a person, against 
property, and in other ways. 

Jeff went to the law library at the county courthouse to 
find out more. Mc Hernandez had told Jeff to pick any state in 
the whole country and any crime. Then he should look up that 
state's criminat code—its criminal la ;—for that crime. 

State criminal 

codes can also 

be found online 

by searching for 

your state and 

"criminal code." 

Jeff picked a thic red book i Ih gold letters, lt was f e 
Illinois Revised Statutes. He checked the index and opened 
the volume to the section Ofl the Illinois Criminal Code. He 
Iooked for the code on armed robbery, and made copies of a 
few pages so he could take them with hirn. Later, after reading 
those pages, he had a discussion with his counselor. 

"lrnagine this," Mr. Hernandez said. "You are walking 
down the street and suddenly a man points a gun at your head 
and tells you to hand over your money fast. After handing over 
your money, the gunrnan tries to get away as quickly as pos- 
sible. If that happened, what laws would have been broken?" 
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Jeff thought for a moment. "Stealing! 
He stole my money." 

"The Iaw is much more exace than that," 
Mr. Hernandez said. "Every crime has its proper 

M-e' 	 category. Look at sections 18.1 and 18.2 of the 
• Illinois Criminal Code. Read it to mc." 

Jeff Iooked up the sections and read aloud. 
'"A person commits robbery when he or she takes 

property . . from the person or presence of another 
by ehe use of force or by threatening the imminent use 
of force.' So that would have been a robbery, right?" 

"Read 00," Mr. Hernandez said. 
"'A person commits armed robbery when he or she 

violates section 18,1, and he or she carries on or about his or 
her person or is otherwise armed with a firearm," Jeff read. 

"There you have it," said Mr. Hernandez. "Robbery is 
what the law calls a Class 2 felony. Armed robbery is a far more 
serious crime. The Iaw says armed robbery 'is a Ciass X felony 
tor which 15 years shall be added to the term of imprisonment 
imposed by the court." 

"What about this 'burden of proof' business?" asked Jeff. 
"That means that in a criminal law case, the state can hope 

to get a corwicrion—a finding of guiIey—against the accused 
only if guilt is proven 'beyond a reasonable doubt." 

"How is ehat different from 'preponderance of the cvi-
dence' in civil law?" 

"In civil law, your proof and evidence must be the most 
believable and give more of a feeling of truth than the other 
party can give. In criminal Iaw, you are concerned with a 
person's Iiberty, not just money. 'Beyond a reasonable doubt' 
means that the state must fully satisfy the jury so that jurors are 
entirely convinced of the defendant's guilt. The evidence pre-
sented muse be absolutely clear, precise, and certain. There just 
cannot be any room tor doubt when a person's freedom 
is at stake," 

'To you think it's always smart to put convicted criminals 
in jail?" Jeff asked. 

"Jail can be a very rough, horrible experience. Many 
judges realize that the prison system needs a lot of attention 
and reform, so ehey won't put certain people in prison." 

"What else can they do?" 
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"They can place an offender on probation. Especially for 
younger, first4ime offenders, jail might do more harm than 
good. Probatiori means that the offender will be under the 
supervision of the court. A probation officer will meet with the 
offender from time to time. The offender may be allowed to live 
at home and lead a normal life, but with restrictions on where 
he or she can go, what he or she can do, and whom he or she 
can see. The offender must check in with the probation officer 
and must stay out of trouble. At any sign or hint that the 
offender is violating a law or restriction, the probation could be 
ended and the supervising judge might send the person to jail. 
Probation is a way of giving someone a second chance." 

"What about people 
already in jail? Do they have 
any chance to show the com- 
munity that they will not 	 „ 
break the law again?" 	 . 4 

"Yes, Jeff. The legal  
system is based on the belief 
that justice and mercy go 
together. A person in jail 	 f 
may be entitled to parole  
after having served a certarn 	 j 
portion of the pnson term 	.-  
Ifthe offender behaves in 	 .- 
jail and shows that he or she 
truly has changed learned 
from past mistakes (the crim 	 ' 
committed) and will not be 	. 
a danger to society, a group 	 4 

of citizens called a parole 	 - 
board may decide to release 
hirn or her before the 	. 
sentence 15 completed 
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Jeff was ready to begin requirement 4. He was eager to learn 
about the responsibilities of local police or sheriffs depart-
ments and the state and national law enforcement agencies. 

Jeff was aware that police often are considered the first 
line of defense in the legal system. Society would most likely 
be chaotic without police protection and services. 

"Even though the police serve necessary functions of 
enforcing crirninal laws, protecting lives and property, and 
maintaining order, many people resent them," Mr. Hemandez 
said. "Some members of society view the police as a harsh tool 
of a system that has deprived and hurt them. Police officers 
sometimes find their own prejudices aroused and return that 
distrust. As a result, the police and the people they are sup-
posed to serve sometimes don't get along." 

"lt must be very hard to be a police officer," Jeff said 
quietly, He knew about the mixed feelings toward police. He 
knew that police do good things, too. (For help in getting peo-
ple's views on law enforcernent, see the questionnaire later in 
this chapter.) 

Jeff made an appointment and went to the district police 
station near his home to talk to Corporal Deborah O'Brien. 
"Helle, Jeff," she said as they shook hands. "I'm the watch 
commander this afternoon. That means 1 have to keep an eye 
on all the patrols during this shift, so why don't we sit in the 
communications room." 
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Corporal O'Brien and Jeff entered a large room mli of 
electronic equipment, lighted maps of the town, and other 
devices. The lighted maps were "crime maps" and patrol area 
maps showing where patrol cars were and where extra patrols 
cars were needed to help prevent crimes. 

Jeff watched the lighted panels and heard the crackling 
of radio messages coming 10 the station from patrol officers. 
He told Corporal O'Brien about his conversation with 
Mr. Hernandez. 

The Rote of the Law 
Enforcement 0ff icer 

The corporal looked serious and spoke siowly. 
"Lt is almost impossible 10 take care of every 
problem. But belog a police officer means 
handling problems. We have to protect lives 
and property, of course, and we try to detect 
crime and arrest offenders. Police officers 
must also handle unruly crowds, patrol 
streets, protect neglected or lost children, 

give emergency first aid, step into family 
arguments, anong other thiry 
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Most police departments send their officers through some 
sort of training institute. This is rarely enough to train officers 
to cope with complex problems, different groups of people, and 
various situations." 

"What does this department da to educate its police officers 
better?" Jeff asked. 

"Our officers take college courses on department time and 
at the department's expense. We hope our personnel can learn 
as much as possible about people and problem solving. We 
want to rnake this police force more professional. lt is impor-
tant for an officer to understand people and society by learning 
about sociology and psychology," Corporal O'Brien said. 

Another way to increase police professionalism is to elimi-
nate improper conduct. Jeff wondered what citizens can do if 
they have complaints against a police officer or the department. 

Corporal O'Brien explained: "Most departments have 
either a civilian review board or an internal complaints section. 
A group of citizens or the department itself may investigate if 
a complaint has merit. If a police officer is found to be respon-
sible for the action charged in the complaint, he or she can 
be fired or suspended for a period of time without pay. Of 
course, if the officer committed a criminal act, he or she 
can be prosecuted." 
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She continued: "Police officers would like to see crime 
reduced ancl prevented. A good place Co starr is ith young 
people. When young people get in trouble with the law, they 
need special guidance. This department, like many others, has 
special officers who work with young people only. They are 
called juvenile officers. lt is their duty to talk to young people 
and try to help them stay out of trouble with the Iaw. Prison 
is no place for anyone to be. We try to see Co lt that as few 
youehs as possible end up in that miserable situation.' 

"How do you become a police officer?" asked Jeff. 
"We give interested applicants a written examination Co 

test their ineelligence and mental alertness," Corporal O'Brien 
said. "They also get a physical agility test. The highest scoring 
candidates will be the lirst ones asked to take further tests as 
jobs open up in the department. Candidates muse have good 
character and no criminal convictions. We check their back-
grounds very carefully. They also must have at least a high 
school diploma or the equivalent. After formal training at a 
police institute, new officers spend time on patrol duty with 
an experienced patrol officer. Only then do they become full-
fledged police officers." 

38 	LAW 



IÄW.1Zsi 
Corporal O'Brien lifted a large book with 
very wide pages and placed lt on the 
table in front of Jeff. "Now, you can take 
a look at exactly what a Iaw enforcement 
offecer does during a typical day. This is 
called our log The log teils what each 
officer 00 patrol did while on duty 

Jeff Iooked through the log md saw 
many examples of police officers protect-
ing lives and property. One officer gave 
first aid at a car crash, and anotimer helped 
settle a family argument. 

As Jeff leafed through more pages in 
the police log, he counted many citations 
for speeding, failing 10 stop at a stop 
sign, and other traffic violations. 

Corporal O'Brien noted that many 
policemen are bothered that they must 
do certain tasks that people with less 
training could probably do. "Desk and clerk worl mi ior 
traffic violations, traffic control, and court appearances dram 
turne and personnel from the police force. Hundreds of hours are 
lost by sitting in court or writing traffic tickets. 'Para-police' or 
community service officers—civilians who provide assistance 10 

police bot aren't authorized to arrest people—could handle some 
of these duties, freeing well-trained law enforcernent officers 
10 spend more time patrolling, preventing crime, and working 
with youth. 

Jeff thought that was a good idea. He thanked Corporal 
O'Brien for her time and interest. 1 really have a better idea 
now of what lav: enforcement is all about." 

The following questiorinaire will heip you find out more about people's 
attitudes toward law enforcement officials and their workThe question-
naire does not reflect any views of the Boy Scouts of America. Rather, 
lt tries to raise issues so that a wide range of opinions and ideas can 
be discussed. 



Sample Questions to Ask the General 
Public for Requirernent 4 
Wth these questions, interview people to find out their views. After they 

answer these questions, discuss your vews with thern. 

After they answer these questions, discuss their views with them. 

t What role do Iaw enforcement officers play in protecting the citizens 

and the propertv in your comniunity? 

2. What recommendations would you make tor irnproving r&ations 

between bw enforcement officers and citizens in your cornmunity? 

3. lt you had an opportunity to speak to a Iaw enforcernent officer, 

vvhat quesfions woffld you ask? 

4. In your opinion, how can we help Iaw enforcernent? 
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LawsThat Heip Proteet 
Consumers and SeHers 
Jeff turned his attention to requirernent 5 He wanted to 
learn more about laws that heip protect buyers and sehers. 
He looked up the Federal Trade Commission 00 the internet 
and found the Bureau of Consumer Protection's Division of 
Enforcement at www.ftc.gov/about-ftc/bureaus-offices.  

He iearned that the Bureau's enforcernent division conducts 
a wide variety of iaw enforcement activities to protect consum 
ers. These include conducting investigations and prosecuting civil 
actions to stop fraudulent, unfair, or deceptive marketing and 
advertising practices; and enforcing consurner protection laws, 
ruies, and guidelines. 

Jeff discovered that this important arm of law enforcement 
has recently investigated e-cornmerce and the internet, including 
online shopping and unfulfilled holiday delivery promises. lt also 
handles complaints about employment opportunities fraud. These 
"consumer cops" often check into scholarship scams that falsely 
guarantee schoiarships. 

The Bureau of Consurner Protection investigates questionable 
claims about the safety and effectiveness of diet drugs, weight loss 
aids, herbal remedies, and alternative treatments. Advertisers who 
make false claims about these products may come under 
the scrutiny of the Bureau's officers, which could result in 
action before federal administrative law judges or the U.S. 
District Courts. 

The Bureau enforces trade laws, rules, and guides through 
administrative or federal court proceedings. Such rules include 
the Malt or Telephone Order Merchandise Rule, which requires 
regular and online companies to ship purchases to consurners 
when promised (or within 30 days if 00 time is specified) or to 
give consumers the Option to cancel their order for a refund. 

If a company seils a Tshirt with a "Made in U.S.A." label, 
it must comply with the Bureau's guidelines for making that 
claim. Another trade ruhe helps protect consumers from fraud by 
requiring fiber content labeling of textile, wool, and fur products, 
with care label instructions attached to ciothing and fabrics. 

Other energy rules require companies to disclose the 
energy costs of home apphances, the octane ratings of 
gasoline, and the efficiency rating of home insuiation. 

TH S 
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When Jeff told his counselor what he had iearned about 
consumer protection laws, Mr. Hernandez nodded his 
approvai. "You know, Jeff, a major problem facing 
Americans today is fraud," Mr. Hernandez said, 

"What exactiy is fraud?" Jeff asked. 
Jeff's counseior explained that fraud means that a faise 

statement—a iie—must be spoken, acted, or written, and the 
person making the faise statement must know it is untrue when 
it is made. This act of fraud can sometimes make a binding 
contract between two people invalid or unenforceable. The 
faisehood must have influenced the person who was deceived 
and rnisled, so that money or other property was lost because 
he or she believed and relied upon that statement. 

Mr. Hernandez suggested that Jeff think about the 
foliowing examples: "If a real estate broker seils land to a buyer, 
promising that this is the richest, most fertile farmland 
in the region, bot it turns out the land is sand and you can't 
grow a single potato on it, is the seiler guilty of fraud? Or could 
you say that the seiler was only stating an opinion to help seil 
that land?" 

Jeff thought for a moment. "You know, the buyer doesn't 
have to take the broker's word. The buyer can observe the land 
and check things out." 

Mr. Hernandez agreed. "That's what is meant by the oid 
saying Buyer Beware! But what if someone applied for a hfe 
insurance poiicy and conceaied past medicai problems from the 
insurance company? Is this conceaiment an effort to 
obtain the pohcy by fraud? Do these exampies fit into the 
definition of fraud?" 

"That's a good question!" Jeff said. "iii think about it." 

Tf1I 1t 
The iaw recognizes that bargains made between buyers and 
sehers must have a spirit of fairness and an element of basic 
justice. Gross overreacizing means taking obvious unfair advan-
tage of a weaker party in a contract. Such unethical practices 
are not toierated by sorne courts. Mr. Hernandez gave an exam-
pie of a situation in which a consumer agreed to a contract that 
appeared to be unfair. 
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Another emerging area of consumer law deals with identity theft. 
What is identity theft? lt happens when someone exploits the 
use of your name, Social Security number, credit card number, 
or some other personal information without your knowledge and 
with the intent to commit fraud or theft. One way for someone to 
steal another's identity is through a phishing scam. This involves 
sending an email that claims to be from a financial institution or 
a government agency asking you to verify personal information. 
The message directs you to a website that looks official bot isn't. 
To protect yourself, never email personal or financial information. 
The IdentityTheft and Assumption Deterrence Act of 
1998 makes the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) a central 
clearinghouse for identity theft cornplaints. The act requires 
the FTC to log and acknowledge such complaints, provide 
victims with relevant information, and refer their complaints 
to appropri ie agencies and la enforcement. 

The FTC, the Web, and You 
One area that concerns the FederaTrade 
Commission is the protection of children 
who use the Internet. The FTC's Children's 
Ontine Privacy Protection Act of 1998 calls 
for operators of commercial websites and 
online services to "obtain verifiable consent 
from a parent or guardian before they colect 

personal information from chiidren." 
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There are taws that heip proect consumers from being harassed by aggressive 
telemarketers and other advertisers. 



V;n Jeff anti M:. i iprnandez met again, Jeff lold his coun 
selor about some oft acts he'd learned more about at the 
Federa! Trade Commission's website. 

Mr. Hernandez told Jeff it was irnportant 10 remember 
that state and local governments also have a department 
of consumer affairs anti laws to heip victims of fraud anti 
dishonest husine 

For example, 	Uinois Consumer Fraud and Decep- 
tive Business Practices Act protects people who have been 
talked imo buving things thev don't need hv high-pressure 
door-to-door salespeople. The law says that a person can 
cancel an order for an item he or she agreed to buv vithin 
three davs of the sale if the total cost is more than $25. Manv 
states have consumer fraud acts that regulate retail sales, anti 
make the consurner and seIler share the cost of repairs for 
certain parts on used cars. 

Man local and countv governments also have an office 
which handles fraud, consurner complainis, fair business prac-
tices, anti consurner protection. If people dont report their 
complaints to such agencies. however, the agencies can't .e 
useful. Honest busin -. eople benefit when dishonest or, 
are taken to court. E 	one beneflis vhen fraud is prose 
in court. 

Small claims courts exist 10 settle legal disputes over 
relatively smail amounts of monev or property. These courts 
also help the consumer. Legal aid organizations and public 
deiender offices help people who cannot afford a lavver. 
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As ehe lawyer for Ms. Tompkins explained, a negligence 
tort has several elements that muse be proven to win the 
suit, First, the Iawyer muse prove that ehe defendant had a 
clutv to conform to reasonable standards of care and conduct 
that would ensure the plaintiff, Ms. Tompkins, against injury. 
Second, that duty had Co be breached by the defendant airline. 
Third, that breach of duty muse have caused the plaintiff's 
injuries. Finaily, there had Co be actual herrn to the plaintiff. 

The defendant's lawyer said that ehe airline breached no 
duty Co Ms, Tompkins because ehe pilot avoided the crash. 
"Without ehe pilot's quick dive, ehe planes would have crashed, 
so how can ehe airline be ae faule?" asked ehe defense lawyer. 

Ms. Tompkins's Iawyer strongly disagreed. "lt was a clear 
day and visibility was at least 10 miles. Despite this, neither the 
pilot nor any crew member spotted ehe oncoming plane until je 
was five seconds away!" The lawyer's voice was firm, and she 
looked at each juror's face, "The pilot knew there were other 
planes in ehe area. He had flown that route many limes before. 
He had a duty Co mainlain a lookout, but he did not do so. He 
failed in his duty and did not act properly under ehe condh 
tions uneil ehe oeher plane was about five seconds away. Then 
ehe pilot made a seeep dive without warning the passengers. 
In every way, he acted carelessly and negligenely. He and ehe 
crew failed to keep a proper lookoul and caused ehe situaeion 
that injured Ms. Tornpkins." 

Wdr 
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After hearing the testimony and arguments, the jury 1, as 
given instructions by the judge. She explained that if jurors 
decided from the facts that the defendant had indeed been 
negligent, they ought to find for the plaintiff. 

The jury deliberated for two hours and returned with 
its verdice. They agreed wiCh Ms, Tompkins's Iawyer that ehe 
airline was negligent because the pilot and crew failed Co 
maintain a proper lookout. 

ATrial Involving Burglary 
Later Jeff and Raul saw a criminal trial at the County Court 
Building. A man was charged with breaking and entering with 
intent Co commit larceny. The defendant allegedly broke into 
a house late at night when the owner was away. A neighbor 
phoned the police when she heard glass breaking next door. 
When the police arrived, the accused was about to drive away 
from the house wiCh a portable television, a stereo, and the 
homeowner's coin collection. 

Before the erial, ehe prosecution and defense bad worked 
hard to gather evidence and witnesses. The defendant had a 
choice of entering one of three pleas: guilty, not guilty, or no 
contest, which has the same legal effect as a guilty plea. He 
bad pleaded not guilty. 

From the moment he was arrested by the police, the 
rules of criminal procedure began to operate. lt works in 

ways unlike civil procedure. Jeff's counselor explained 
that criminal procedure protects ehe rights of the 
accused, from arrest through trial, and teils how the 

process by which guilt or innocence is determined 
must operate, 

"The main goal of criminal procedure," Mr. 
Hernandez said, "is to guarantee the individual's 

righes while proteceing the rights of society, and 
to ensure fairness and justice in ehe court process. 

Somebody's guilt or innocence must be established through 
an orderly, precise, and uniform system in vhich constitutional 
freedoms and liberties are respected." 
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Jeff and Raul knew many of the constitu-
tional rights guaranteed Co accused persons. 
They knew that the reason for having a jury in 
the courtroorn was found in ehe U.S. Constitution. 
They heard someone in ehe spectator's section 
say that ehe county provided the accused with a 
defense lawyer because he could not afford one. 
Jeff and Raul also knew that the right to counsel-
Co be represented by a lawyer—was found in 
the Constitution, 

lt was fascinating Co watch the defense law-
yer cross-examine a witness for the prosecution. 
The witness was asked to identify the man she 
saw at the back door of ehe house the night of 
the burglary. 

"Hirn. lt was him." The witness pointed to 
the accused. 

"How late at night was it when you say 
you saw the defendant at the back door of your 
neighbor's house?" ehe defense attorney asked. 

"About 2 A.M.," answered the wieness. 
"lt's usually rather dark at 2 AM, isn't it?" the defense 

attorney asked. 
"Weil ... oh. . yes." 
"There were no lights on anywhere in the vicinity of your 

house or your neighbor's, isn't that correct?" 
"Yes." 
"Bot you have testified that a man with blond hair and 

blue pants was at the back door of your neighbor's house at 
2 A.M. on the night of the burglary. How can you be sure?" 

"l'm really sure, 1 guess," ehe witness said. 
"You were ahle to clearly teil and swear under oath that 

you could see the man's blond hair and blue panes." 
"Weil, 1 ... 1 was sure. . . . 1 am sure!" 
"And you were also quite sure," said ehe defense lawyer, 

"that the 'burglar,' as you called hirn, was about 5 foot 7. Are 
you still sure that the burglar was 5 fooe 7? 

"Weil, it was dark... bot, oh, yes. Yes, he was." 
1 will now ask the defendant Co stand," the iawyer said. 
Jeff and Raul were surprised when the blond defendant 

rose from his chair. He was as tall as a basketball player. The 
people in ehe courtroom gasped. 
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"The defendant is almost 6 foot 5. You firmly claimed 
that the burglar was much shorter. Are you still sure this is 
the same person you saw outside your neighbor's back door?" 
asked the lawyer. 

"No 	no, the wilness mumbled. 
Despite this testimony, the accused was found guilty. 

The arresting police officer positively identified him, and his 
fingerprints were on the door and stolen items, lle was 

sentenced to two years in the state penitentiary. 
"Did you notice a court reporter toward 

the front of the courtroom tapping keys on a 
machine?" Mr. Hernandez asked Raul and Jeff. 

"Yes, yes we did. Why is there a court 
reporter?" asked Jeff. 

"The court reporter takes down every 
word said during the trial so that if any of the 
defendant's rights are denied or even partly 

withheld, and the defendant loses the trial, the 
record can be used as a basis for appeal. Often 

a criminal case can be reversed or returned to the 
court for a new trial if a right is denied. If a judge acts 

unfairly or with prejudice, the record will help to prove it, 
and lt will help get a new trial for the defendant," 
Mr. Hernandez explained. 

"And now that you have seen real trials," Mr. Hernandez 
continued, "you'll be able to get more out of the inock trial in 
which you will take part." 
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Jeff decided to plan and conduct a mock trial with members 
of his troop. He asked Mr. Hernandez to be the judge. The 
counselor agreed. After discussing with other Scouts what 
kind of trial to hold, Jeff decided that a civil tort case would 
be fun to do. 

Mr. Hernandez explained that this type of case was com 
mon. The most common tort cases involve an injured person 
seeking damages, for example, alter an auto accident or slip-
ping and falling. "The issue," he said, "is whether the injury 
was caused by someone's negligence, and, if so, what mone-
tary darnages would be sufficient to compensate the victim." 

"How do we put on a case?" Jeff asked. 
"Weil," said Mr. Hernandez, "you could adapt the case 

that you and 1 witnessed, or just make up your own situation. 
For example, you could imagine how a car collision happenecl. 
Let's say a driver in one car is rushing to make a light and 
turns at the intersection, only to collide with a truck that may 
have run the red light. The car's driver is injured and has med-
ical expenses. The car is pretty weil totaled. 

"If the driver sues the truck driver, the truck driver must 
be proven negligent. Could witnesses testify that the truck 
went into the intersection before the light changed? What if 
witnesses disagree with this point? What other factors might 
have caused the accident? Can witnesses testify to how fast the 
car was going? Do all the witnesses agree on this point? How 
fast should the car have been going given the weather condi-
tions and time of day? 

"You can make the case as simple or as complicated as 
you want. You can have one witness for each side (the two 
drivers), two witnesses, or more. You can even have an expert 
police witness testify to what the skid marks prove. 

AE. 



"Or maybe," Mr. Hernandez added, "you wallt to take 
a fact situation from one of the hundreds of mock trials that 
have aiready been done. The back of your Law merit badge 
pamphlet lists sources for mock trials." 

Jeff made a list of the roles that had to be fihled for the 
mock trial, in addition to the role of judge. 

RoIe9 for mock tHal: 

• 	Maintftf 	 Courtrepore 

• 	Pefenclant 	 • 	ailiff 

• 	F'taintiff's lawyer 	 FIaftitff's wtnesses 

• 	Pefendant's lawyer 	 1)efenctan15 wtnesses 

Courtderk 	 Jurors 

"Each role is important," Mr. Hernandez said. "The 
lawyers for both sides must present their cases clearly and try 
to persuade the jury, The witnesses rnust stick to the facts, and 
the jury must pay dose attention to eveiything that is said. 
Each juror must make up bis or her own mmd about the 
evidence presented." 

"What do the others do?" one Scout asked. 
The counselor expiained that the court clerk sets up the 

courtroorn and keeps track of the court's records of the trial. 
"The court reporter makes notes of the important things said 
by the lawyers, witnesses, and judge. In a real trial, a word-for-
word record is made. In this mock trial, you can write down 
important highlights. If you wallt to, you can tape-record the 
whole trial." 

"That's a good idea," said Jeff. "Then we'll be able to 
review exactly what happened during the trial." 

"You have chosen to do a mock civil trial with a jury," 
Mn Hernandez said. "The trial follows a certain order and rules 
of procedure. After the jury is sworn in, the clerk will announce 
the name of the case and the name of the judge. Then, the 
plaintiff's lawyer will make an opening statement to lay out the 
charges and provide a summary of important facts. After that, 
the defendant's lawyer will make an opening statement. The 
lawyer will state the facts from the defendant's point of view 
and show facts that might weaken the plaintiff's case." 
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"Then the plaintiff's side will present its witnesses. All 
the witnesses will be sworn in by the cierk," said a Scout. 

"That's correct," said the counselor. "After the plaintiff's 
side presents its witnesses and evidence, the defense will do 
the same. During cross-examination of each witness, the law-
yers will try to explain, modify, or chalienge what was said 
and presented by the opposing side. 

"After witnesses have testified and cross-examination and 
rebuttal have ended, the defendant's lawyer makes a final 
argument. This is followed by the plaintiff's ciosing argument. 
Both sides present a summary of facts and make points in their 
favor in a way that clearly wraps up all the parts. They must 
present a sharp picture to the Jury and leave a good impression 
with the jurors," the counselor explained. 

"When the plaintiff completes the closing argument, the 
judge will give instructions to the jury that include the prin-
ciples of law concerning the case and how those principles can 
be applied to the facts. The judge will then send the Jury out 
of the courtroom to deliberate in secret. The Jury will return its 
verdict and the judge will make a formal, official entry of the 
judgrnent. That will end the mock triaL" 

If your troop decided to hold a nonjury trial, the order 
of the trial would be similar to the jury trial except that Jury 
selection, instructions to the Jury, and fact-finding by the Jury 
would not occur. In a nonJury case, the Judge rules on both 
law and fact. 

The key to a successful mock trial is careful preparation. 
Every trial lawyer knows that success depends on being weil 
prepared to present the best possible case and to foresee what 
the other side might do. For the mock trial, you should also 
prepare for your role with care. When the trial 15 over, talk 
about how you felt in the role you played. Ask the others for 
their opinions. 

In his talks with Mr. Hernandez, Jeff learned that many lawyers 
seldom go into courl. His counselor arranged for hirn to meet 
a few of them to talk about what they da 

Because Iaw is deeply involved in every aspect of life, 
businesses, banks, government, real estate companies, and 
many other concerns must employ men and women who 
understand law. Lawyers also work in state and federal legisla-
tures, City and town councils, and other areas of government. 

When you are 

sworn in as 

a witness, you 

make a formal 

piedge or promise 

to teil the truth. 

Vou take an oath 

saying that what 

you are aboutto 

say is the truth. 

- - 
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Chances are good that at least one of the officers at your 
local bank is a lawyer or has had some legal training. Title 
companies that record and insure property transactions, such 
as Land and house sales, employ lawyers to make sure transac 
tions go smoothly and title transfers are proper in all respects. 

Government departments, commissions, committees, 
bureaus, and offices employ lawyers Co ensure proper operation. 
These lawyers rarely go to court, lnstead, they keep aware of 
new laws, mies, and regulations that concern their departments. 

l'm a full-time Iawyer for the seore," Ms. Jackson told 
Jeff. My only client is ehe seore. Because ehis is one of ehe 
largest department stores in the counery and is owned by a 
company ehat has other stores like this one all over the United 
States, the company empioys a seaff of lawyers." 

Jeff was visiting Ms. Jackson's office on the top fioor of 
a large department store where his family often shopped. 
Ms. Jackson was explaining what a corporatiorz courzsel, 
a lawyer for a corporation, does. 

"My responsibility is to keep the company out of court. 
Going Co court involves time, trouble, and money. The company 
wants to avoid lii fgation or iawsuits. So what 1 do is research 
the laws, carefully read contracts, and advise the owners 
and managers of the company how Co stay out of court," 
Ms. Jackson said. 

"You most be busy," Jeff said. 
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Finding a Lawyer 
Mr. Hernandez gave Jeff an imaginary problem to 

consider, "Let% suppose that Mr. Jenkins bought 

and paid tor a refrigerator at a storeThe salesper-
son said the refrigerator was new, but when lt 

arrlved, lt was used and didn't work properly. Mr. 

Jenkins asked the store to take lt back and refurid 

his money or replace lt with a new refrigerator. The 

store refused to do anything, and Mr. Jenkins seems 
to be left with a useless refrigerator. 

"Now Jeff, l'm not asking you to solve the 

legal issues here' Mr. Hernandez said. "Just 

explain what you think Mr. Jenkins should do. 

Remember that he doesn't have enough rnone = 

pay tor a lawyer' 
In his researd, Jeff learned a tot about how 

to find a Iawyer and legal assistance. Mr. Jenkins 
should contact a consumer protection agency or go 
to small claims court if the value of the refrigerator 

is within a certain amount. Another thing he could 

do is call a legal assistance service. If he cannot find 

one, he should get in touch with the bar association. 
Any local or state bar association can refer you 

to a legal aid service. Legal aid services otter the 

help of a Iawyer for free, or, at most, tor a small fee 
to people who can't afford a lawyer. Also, some 

charitable organizations help people obtain legal 
services when they cannot afford to pay. 

One heipful agency is the Legal Services 
Corporation, a private, nonprofit corporation estab-

lished by Congress in 1974 to ensure equal access 

to justice under the Iaw tor all Americans. lt offers 
legal aid in every state. Bar associations and gov-
ernment public defender offices also otter free 

legal advice and assistance. 



Most legal assistance groups do not usuafly 

become involved in criminal cases. In crirninal 

cases, a judge wifl appoint a public defender if 

the accused person cannot afford a Iawyer. Public 

defenders handle the defense of criminally accused 

people, and legal aid is available tor those who 

cannot afford to pay. Jeff found out that lawyers 

have a professional responsihility to make the 

legal system work tor everybody--not just those 

who can pay. 

People who can afford to pay tor legal services 

can still contact the local er state bar association 

and ask for the Lawyer Referral Service The service 

can heip find a lawyer who can assist them in the 

particular area of law in which they need help.The 

service also can make an appointment with a 

iawycr for a certain fee. 

Jeff discovered that the internet is a great way 

to find iawyers, too.The American Bar Association 

has a website at www.findlegalhelp.org  that 

can help people find a lawyer referral service 

near them.The ABA offers a number of public 

services and can he found on the web at 

www.americanbar.org . 

"Weil, as 1 said, by carefully reading contracts and giving 

advice to the mayor, die city council, and the city manager on 

how to avoid legal problems. 1 also make sure city ordinances 

are fair and within the limits Set by the state and federal 

governments. You see, some areas are handled solely by the 

federal and state governments. 1 have to make sure the city's 

ordinances do not exceed their authority," Mr. Robertson said. 

As Mc Robertson left, Jeff decided to meet with his coun-

selor and report on what he learned. 

TRAL 





At Mr. Hernandez's suggestion, Jeff turned bis attention to 
learning about emerging law. Jeff had been studying the envi-
ronment in bis science dass at school and was particularly 
interested in finding out about environmental law. He found the 
Environmental Protection Agency's website to be very useful. 

Jeff read that the modern environmental movement began 
with the passage of the National Environmental RoIicy Act 
of 1969. This is the basic national charter for environmental 
protection that establishes policy, sets goals, and provides 
means for carrying out the policy. 

More than a dozen major statutes, or laws, form the legal 
basis for the programs of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
One important law under this umbrella is the Clear Air Act, 
passed in 1970, which regulates air emissions to protect public 
health and the environment. In 1977, this act was amended 
to address problems such as acid ram, groundlevel ozone, 	rhe cheetah is 

Just one species 
and air toxics. 	 protected by 

The Clean Water Act came along in 1977 	 the Endangered 
amidst growing public awareness and concern 	- 	Species Act. 
for controlling water pollution. This act gives 
the EPA the authority to regulate the discharge 
of pollutants into America's waterways, rivers, 
lakes, and streams. lt is now against the law . 
for any person to discharge any pollutant into  
navigable waters without a permit 

Jeff also read about the Endangered 
Species Act, which became law in 1973. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under the ' -• 
Department of the Interior mamtains the list of 
1,077 endangered species (644 are plants) and 
317 threatened species (150 are plants). .-• 



This act established a program for the conservation of 
threatened and endangered plants and animals and the habi-
tats where they are found. Fish, birds, reptiles, mammals, 
crustaceans, flowers, grasses, and trees can be found on this 
list. Jeff was pleased to know anyone can petition the Fish 
and Wildlife Service to include a species on the list. 

Amendments to the Iaw allow the EPA to bau certain 
pesticides or restrict their use if an endangered species will 
be negatively affected. 

Jeff noticed that the EPA's role expanded further in 
1990, when the PoHution Prevention Act focused industiy, 
government, and public attention on reducing pollution 
through cost-effective changes in production, Operation, 
and use of raw materials. 

In other words, industries are now being challenged 
to increase efficiency in their use of energy, water, and 
other natural resources. They must protect our resources 
through conservation. 

Jeff learned that other acts passed in recent years cover 
corporate responsibility for polluting the environment know-
ingly er through a tragic mishap, such as a chemical leak. 

Copyright, Computers, and the Internet 
Now that he had learned so much about emerging environ-
mental law, Jeff decided that for his next project he would look 
up information on copyright, computers, and the internet. In 
a telephone conversation, Mr. Hernandez told Jeff that copy-
right is so important it is covered in the U.S. Constitution. 

"The Constitution states that Congress shall have the power 
to promote the progress of science and useful arts by securing 
for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to 
their respective writings and discoveries," Mr. Hernandez told 
Jeff. "Did you know whenever you write a story or create a 

drawing, you automatically own the copyright?" 
9 MM 	 "No, 1 didn't know that. You mean, even for a proect 

at school? Jeff 
"Yes, even for a project at schooi! Copyright is a 

‚g 	3 	form of protection given to authors er creators of 'original 

j 	works of authorship' including literary, dramatic, musical, 
artistic, and other intellectual works. What that basically 

means is, as the author of the work, you alone have the 
rights to make and distribute copies of it, perform your work 
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Yours, Mine, and Ours 
Public domain is described as a body of work-

books, songs, music, and software are examples-

that is not protected by copyright law and that, in 

effeet, belongs to the public at large, to be used 

freely by the public. lt could be that the copyright 

has expired, or that the creation consists solely 

of facts or ideas, or is printed by the Governrnent 

Printing Office. 

Some authors and artists choose to make lt clear 

that other people can use their work.They may have 

a Creative Commons license or other wording that 

gives people permission to use or copy their work as 

if it were in the public domain. Creative Commons 

makes available art, music, and other works that 

give permission for you to copy. See the resources 

section for more information. 
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misleading story or information that distorts a persons image. 
Imagine that a newspaper published a picture of an ordinar 
citizen who coincidentally happened to walk out of a building 
next to a notorious crimiriaL The picture of them together 
might suggest that the citezen is a friend or business partner of 
the criminaL 

International Lw 
internatiort :.vs 	f rules and regulations 1w which coun- 
enes, organiza::::-. z::c people throughout the world interact 
weth each othe: a::i 	citizens of different countries. There are The 
two general categc:cs of international law: public and private. 
Public international law deals with relationships between nations q'AC. 

or hetween a nation and organizations or people from offier consurners to 
countries. Private international law deals vith disputes between 

- - 	 - 	 . 	 - . 

- regester theer  citizens 01 different counenes or businesses trorn different 
countries. especialiv when there is a question of which countrys phone numbers in 
laws applv or where the dispute should be resolved, cerrain order to Frr 	alls 
courts ansi hodies such as the United Nations Security Council 
have the power to decide cases of international law. from teler-irrKeters. 



Legal Profess101,1 
Jeff reported his hndings 10 Mr. Hernandez on the two areas of 
emerging law he had selected für requirement 11 

''ih re almost finished vith vour Law merit badge 
requirenienis," Mr. Hernandez said. "A 	eed to dci now 
is studv the requirenients für beconiing 	r, find out how 
ludges are selected in this state, and lis 	upauons that 
deal vith lav or legal processes. Think . .........i dci thafi'' 

Sure: 	i Jf, After talking 10 Mr. Hernandez and other 
iawversJr 	ii took a lot of training 10 become a lawver. 
First vo 	10 go 10 college and then cm to Iaw schoo]. 

To be admittoc 

to a law school 

a person should 

have good grades 

in college and 

a good score 

on the Law 

Schoot Admissions 

(LSAT). 

Becoming a lawyer 
Nir. Hernandez 	.c:f that good lawvers shciuid be 
naturaliv inauistuv€:. •rc .a ffiink logicallv. and ahle to recog 
nize the core issues •:: ah1eni. Because lawvers hae to 
deal vith manv different people ..Jeff thought that patience, 
integrity, determination, and a sense of humanitv also vere 
important qualities für a ia\vver 10 possess. 

Jeff discovered that no special course of studv is required 
:ollege 10 prepare for law school. Nl:::. 	students have 

1: :kgrounds in government, political science, sociologv, and 
chologv.Nlanv business, accounting, and econoniics majors 

a an 10 law school. Because lav is related 10 nearlv everv 
rtunian activitv.Jeff thought that the best background vould 
include a \vell-rounded, general knovledge of manv subiecis. 

NIore than 	. . 	aw students in the Llnited States are 
in fuil-time courses cli stud\. .hich take three vears 	com- 
plete. .-\ few thousand are in part-urne or eveniva 	chooi 
prograrns. \vhich usualiv take four vears. Summ 	aositions 

-fflg für lau .. .....its. iudges, courts, or in 	alated 
is provide tirstuand knovledge cii how the aw 	ates. 
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In law school, moot court, or mock trial, competition 
helps sharpen students' courtroom skills. Many schools have 
legal aid clinics and other programs in which students assist 
citizens with actual legal problems. 

1 1Di'] 111111! trIITt 
Justice Felix Frankfurter once said that judges should be a com-
bination of "the historian, the philosopher, and the prophet" 
and have "something of the creative artist in them." Justice 
Frankfurter's description makes sense, but how are the right 
people chosen for this powerful, responsible role? 

In more than half the states, trial court judges are selected 
by elections—nonpartisan in 22 states, partisan in 12. In partisan 
election states, Jeff noted, judges run in elections and are identi-
fied by political party label. In nonpartisan elections, judges are 
not identified by party affiliation. 

State Bar Examinations 
In general, nobody becomes a lawyer simply by graduating from law 

school. Another step must be taken. Almost every law school graduate 

who wishes to become a practicing lawyer must pass a state bar 

examination.The bar examination is a written test administered by 

the state's bar admission agency, which is often titled the Board 

of Bar Examiners.The exam is given over a period of several days 

and demands preparation, concentration, and skill. lt asks questions 

about issues and subjects the applicant might face as a lawyer. lt tests 
knowledge of many legal areas, including trusts, wills, estates, and 

civil and criminal law.The bar admission agency might also require 

an oral examination. 

The highest court of each state usually has jurisdiction over the bar 

admission process for that state. But in some states, the responsibility 

for investigating candidates is given to state and local bar associations. 

Your State's Requirements 
To find out the requirements for becoming a Iawyer in your state, write 

to the state bar admission agency, which is usually located in your state 

capital. Or contact the National Conference of Bar Examiners. See the 

resources section in this pamphlet. 
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The candidate for the judgeship campaigns exactiy like 
another other candidate for political office. Jeff wondered 
whether this was a good way to make sure the best people 
become judges. He thought that some people rnight be elected 
as judges just because they are active in politics and speak 
weil, while some good Iawyers rnight be overlooked because 
they were not seeking to get the attention of a political party. 
Jeff also considered that elected judges might be partial to the 
causes of their own political party. 

In a few states, he discovered, all or sorne of the judges 
are appointed to office by the governor with the consent and 
confirmation of a legislative body or the state legislature. 

This approach, called the Missouri Plan, works this way. 
The state legisiature chooses a panel of impartial and well-respected 
Iawyers and nonlawyers. An equal number is chosen from each 
major political party. The panel searches for the finest candidates 
for judicial office and submits their list, usually of three names, 
to the govemor. The governor must appoint one of these people. 
The choices are not listed by political party and the governor 
shouid not know the party labels. After the governor chooses, 
the new judge serves for a period of time. After a certain term, 
usually six years, the judge's record goes before the people. 

"How do the people make a choice?" Jeff asked 
Mr. Hernandez. 

"The only question on the ballot for judges will say, 
'Should Judge Smith be retained in office?' No party identity 
is listed on the ballot. The judge does not have to run against 
other judges or candidates—only on his or her record. lt the 
people say yes, the judge stays on the bench for another term." 

"And what if the people say no?" 
"Then the judge is no ionger a judge and the governor 

again appoints a person from a list submitted by the panel," 
Mr. Hernandez explained. 

Jeff wondered if the Missouri Plan was the best way to 
select judges. "They still have to sort of run for reelection. 
I'm just not sure that judges should have that much to do 
with elections and politics." 

"There is probably no perfect way to choose judges, Jeff. 
People find positive and negative points with the election, appoint- 
ment, and Missouri Plan methods. You can decide tor yourself." 
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Other Oecupations in the Legal Profession 
By now Jeff had talked to a lot of lawyers. And in visiting lawyers' 
offices, the courts, and the police, he had founci plenty of other 
occupations in law. As he handed bis list of lawconnected 
careers to Mr. Hernandez, Jeff said, "There are lots of positions 
that have to do with law, aren't there?" 

"Sure are," Mr. Hernandez agreed. 
He began reading: "Uniformed police officer or sheriff's police 

officer, police detective, prison official, parole officer, juvenile officer, 
probation officer—Jeff, this list is really quite goocL" 

"Thank you," Jeff smlled. 
His counselor read more: "Court cierk, court bailiff—Say, 

do you know what the bailiff does?" 
"The bailiff acts as the courtroom police," Jeff answered. 

"The bailiff helps keep the courtroom spectators, and sometimes 
the participants, orderly. The judge can sornetimes have the ba11 
11ff serve subpoenas to witnesses, too" 

"Judge, court reporter, legal secretary," Mr. Hernandez 
continued. "Legal secretaries help Iawyers prepare papers 
and legal briefs for cases and write letters to clients and 
other parties. They perform other office duties and must 
understand the language of law." 

Jeff also listed paralegaL The paralegal takes on some of 
the routine but important duties of a lawyer, such as researching, 
interviewing clients, and preparing papers. Jeff added FBI agent, 
state policeman, and private detective to bis list. Private detectives 
must know the legal limits of their work. State police officers 
must know and enforce state laws while preserving the rights of 
citizens. FBI agents often prepare for their work by taking law 
and criminology courses. 

Jeff also listed government officials who work for local, state, 
or federal governments. They must be aware of the law and how lt 
affects their duties. "Elected legislators make laws, and nonelected 
officials fulfill responsibilities within the framework of those laws." 

He also learned that business people, bankers, real estate 
personnel, and accountants most be aware of the Iaw in their 
work. "When a real estate agent seils an interest in property, 
like a farm, a house, or an apartment building, the agent deals 
with property law," Jeff explained to his counselor. 

"You are certainly right, Jeff," said Mr. Hernandez. 
"The law is everybody's business and concern." 

The court hailiff 

helps keep order 

in the court. 

The paraIega 

has some legal 

education but 

usually not es 

much es lawyers. 
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Citizenship in the Nation, Citizenship in 
the World, and h'rime Preuention merit 
badge pamphlets 

With your parent's permission, visit 

the Boy Scouts of America's official 

retaU website, www.scoutshop.org , 

für a complete listirig of all merit 

badge pamphlets and other h&pful 

Scouting materials and supplies. 
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Aaseng, Nathan. You Are the Juror. 

Oliver Press, 1997, 
Abadinsky, Howard. Laut Courts, und 

Justice in America, 7th cd. Waveland 
Press, Inc., 2014, 

Abramson, Jeffrey. We, the Jury: 
‚Ehe Jury System und die Ideal of 
Democracy. Harvard University 
Press, 2000. 

Adler, Stephen J. Jury: Trial und Error 
in die American courtroom. Crown 
Publishing, 1994, 

American Bar Association Division tor 
Public Education, A Life in die Laut 
American Bar Association, 2010. 
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Hill, 1985. 

Besenjak, Cheryl. Copyright Plain & 
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Democracv. Lucent Books, 1999. 
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Press, 1996. 
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Opposing Viewpoints. Greenhaven 
Press, 2013. 
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C'onuictions, Free Press, 2015, 

Knight, Alfred H. ‚Ehe Life of the Lau': 
‚Ehe People und Gases That Haue 
Shaped Dur Society Front King Alfred 
to Rodney King, Oxford University 
Press, 1998. 

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Harper Perennial Modern 
Classics, 2002. 



Lipson, Eric 13., and Greta B. Lipson. 
Eueiyduy Law for Young 
Citizens. Teaching and Learning 
Company, 2000, 

McGraw-Hill Education. Street Laui: A 
Course in Practical Laui, student edi-
tion. McGraw-Hill Education, 2016. 

Monk, Linda R. The Bull of Rights: 
A User's Guide, 4th cd. Close Up 
Foundation, 2004. 

Morin, Isobel V. Our Changing Constitution: 
How and Why We Haue Amended lt. 
Millbrook Press, 1998. 

National Crime Prevention Council Staff. 
Community Works: Smart Teens 
Make Safer Communities, National 
Crirne Prevention Council, 1999. 

Phelan, Margaret and James Gillespie, 
Immigration Laiv Handbook, 
lOth edition. Oxford University 
Press, 2018. 

Renstrom, Peter G. The American Laie 
Dictionary, A B C-CLIO, 1991. 

Organizations and Websites 

American Bar Association 
Division for Public Education 
321 N. Ciark St. 
Chicago, IL 60654 
Website: www.arnericanbar.org/groups-
publiceducation.html  

Creative Commons 
Website: https://creativecommons.org  

Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Website: www.epa.gov/lawsregs/  
index.html 

National Association ofYouth Courts 
2700 University Blvd., #402 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
Website: www.youthcourt.net  

National Conference of Bar Examiners 
302 S. Bedford St. 
Madison, WI 53703-3622 
Website: www.ncbex.org  

Social Studies School Service 
P.O. Box 802 
Culver City, CA 90232 
Toll-free telephone: 800-421-4246 
Website: www.socialstudies.com  
Street Law 
1010 Wayne Ave., Suite 870 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Telephone: 301-589-1130 
Website: www.streetlaw.org  
Bar associations everywhere support 
public legal education. To get an idea of 
the range of activities and the resources 
available, visit the following websites. 

The New York State Bar 
Association has a Law, Youth, and 
Citizenship program that offers mock 
trial tournaments, summer courses, 
and programs that promote citizenship 
and law-related education. Visit its website 
at www.nysba.org. The Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, at www.pabar.org , 
provides information for all kinds of 
youth-related programs and activities. 
The State Bar of Texas can be found 
on the web at www.texasbar.com . Its 
Law-Related Education, an arm of 
the association, sponsors an editorial 
contest and offers teacher in-service 
programs. The Washington State Bar 
Association, at www.wsba.org , offers a 
huge range of activities. 
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY 
Though intended as an aid to youth in Scouts BSA, and qualified Venturers and Sea 
Scouts in meeting merit badge requirements, these pamphlets are of general interest 
and are made available by many schools and public libraries. The latest revision 
date of each pamphlet might not correspond with the copyright date shown below, 
because this list is corrected only once a year, in January. Any number of merit badge 
pamphlets may be revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until a 
revision becomes necessary. 

If a Scout has already started working on a merit badge when a new edition for that 
pamphlet is introduced, they may continue to usa the same merit badge pamphlet to 
eam the badge and fulfill the roquirements therein. In other words, the Scout need not 
start over again with the new pamphlet and possibly revised requirements. 

Mertt Badge Pamphlet Year 
American Business 
	

2013 
American Cultures 
	

2013 
American Heritage 
	

2013 
American Labor 
	

2018 
Animal Science 
	

2014 
Animation 
	

2015 
Archaeology 
	

2017 
Archery 
	

2015 
Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture 2014 
Art 
	

2013 
Astronomy 
	

2016 
Athletics 
	

2016 
Automotive Maintenance 2017 
Aviation 
	

2014 
Backpacking 
	

2016 
Basketry 
	

2017 
Bird Study 
	

2017 
Bugling (see Music) 
Camping 
	

2018 
Canoeing 
	

2014 
Chemistry 
	

2018 
Chess 
	

2016 
Citizenship in the 

Cornmunity 
	

2015 
Citizenship in the Nation 2014 
Citizenship in the World 2015 
Climbing 
	

2011 
Coin Collecting 
	

2017 
Colleetions 
	

2013 
Communication 
	

2013 
Composite Materials 

	
2012 

Cooking 
	

2014 
Crime Prevention 
	

2012 
Cycling 
	

2017 
Dentistry 
	

2016 
Digital Technology 
	

2014 
Disabilities Awareness 

	
2016 

Bog Care 
	

2016 
Drafting 
	

2013 
Electricity 
	

2013 
Electronics 
	

2014 
Ernergency Preparedness 2015 
Energy 
	

2014 
Engineering 
	

2016 
Entrepreneurship 
	

2013 
Environmental Science 

	
2015 

Exploration 
	

2016 

Merit Badge Pamphlet 
Family Life 
Farm Mechanics 
Fingerprinting 
Fire Safety 
First Aid 
Fish and Wildlife 

Management 
Fishing 
Fly-Fishing 
Forestry 
Garne Design 
Gardening 
Genealogy 
Geocaching 
Geology 
Golf 
Graphic Arts 
Hiking 
Home Repairs 
Horsemanship 
Indian Lore 
lnsect Study 
Inventing 
Journalism 
Kayaking 
Landscape Architecture 

(see Architecture) 
Law 
Leatherwork 
Lifesaving 
Mammal Study 
Medicine 
Metaiwork 
Mining in Society 
Model Design and Building 
Motorboating 
Moviemaking 
Music and Bugling 
Nature 
Nuclear Science 
Oceanography 
Orienteering 
Painting 
Personal Fitness 
Personal Management 
Pets 
Photography 
Pioneering 

Vear J Ment Badge Pamphlet Vear 
2016 Plant Science 2018 
2017 Plumbing 2012 
2014 Pottery 2008 
2016 Programming 2013 
2015 Public Health 2017 

Public Speaking 2013 
2014 Pulp and Paper 2013 
2013 Radio 2017 
2014 Railroading 2015 
2015 Resding 2013 
2013 Reptile and 
2013 Amphibian Study 2018 
2013 Rifle Shooting 2012 
2016 Robotics 2016 
2016 Rowing 2014 
2012 Safety 2016 
2013 Salesmanship 2013 
2016 Scholarship 2014 
2012 Scouting Heritage 2017 
2013 Scuba Diving 2009 
2008 Sculpture 2014 
2018 Search and Rescue 2018 
2016 Shotgun Shooting 2013 
2017 Signs, Signals, and Codes 2015 
2016 Skating 2015 

Small-Boat Sailing 2016 
Snow Sports 2017 

2011 Seit and Water 
2017 Conservation 2016 
2017 Space Exploration 2016 
2014 Sports 2012 
2012 Starnp Collecting 2013 
2012 Surveying 2004 
2014 Sustainability 2013 
2010 Swimming 2014 
2015 Textile 2014 
2013 Theater 2014 
2013 Traffic Safety 2016 
2014 Truck Transportation 2013 
2017 Veterinary Medicine 2015 
2012 Water Sports 2015 
2016 Weather 2013 
2016 Welding 2016 
2016 Whitewater 2005 
2015 Wilderness Survival 2012 
2013 Wood Carving 2016 
2016 Woodwork 2011 
2017 
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